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national cultures, and their contributions have been
lost to Jewish culture. The complaint proves that
for the Jews complained of there is no " Jewish
culture ", To the Jews, however, who have known
Jewish life in the ghettoes of Eastern Europe, that life
appears as one that has a distinctive cultural quality.
It undoubtedly has; it would be strange if it did not
show the influence of the centuries in the ghetto with
its isolation, fears, and miserable poverty. The
ghetto of Russia did produce something distinctive
in " culture ". But how much of it is due to the
Jew, how much to the country, and how much just
to peculiar circumstances, is difficult to decide* The
fact that the *' culture " of the Russian Jews is not
found among Jews coming from other countries
would seem to show that it is not Jewish. The
" culture" of the ** Sephardi*' Jews from Italy is
totally different from that of the Ashkenazi Jews from
Poland. There may be a distinctively Russian
Jewish culture, but it is claiming too much for it to
call it Jewish culture.

But all this does not dispose of the cultural aims of
the Zionists* For they might effectively answer that
though the Jews have now no distinctive culture of
their own, they ought to have one, and can have one.
That raises the fundamental issue between them and